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It all began when Southern Pacific Daylight

Passenger train pulled by Steam Locomotive No.

4412 Southern Pacific introduced the streamline

Daylight, between Los Angeles and San Francisco, on

March 1, 1937. The Daylight was hauled by

streamline GS-2 (4-8-4) steam locomotives.
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The Southern Pacific system in 1904.
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The Southern Pacific system in 1937.
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The Southern Pacific system in 1984.
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There were several Daylight trains that made 
up the SP system.  They were:

• Coast Daylight  (San Francisco to Los Angeles)

• San Joaquin Daylight  (Oakland to Los Angeles)

• Shasta Daylight  (Los Angeles to Portland)

• Sacramento Daylight (Sacramento to Lathrop)

• Sunbeam  (Houston to Dallas)

• Sunset Limited  (New Orleans to San Francisco via                                  

Los Angeles)
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The locomotives that served the Daylight trains on the SP 

system.  They were:

The GS-2 was a streamlined 4-8-4 Northern type steam locomotive that 

served the SP from 1937 to 1956. They were built by Lima Locomotive 

Works and were numbered 4410 through 4415. GS stands for "Golden 

State" or "General Service.“

4-8-4  GS-2 Loco # 4410

The GS-2s were streamlined and designed for high-speed passenger 

service. They featured a silver smokebox with a cone-shaped single 

headlight casing, skyline casing on the top of the boiler, skirting on the 

sides, and an air horn. They were the first to receive the red and orange 

"Daylight" paint scheme. 
7



4-8-4   GS-3 Loco # 4422

The following year they were replaced by the improved GS-3 engines.

During World War II, they were painted black and silver and were used

to transport troops. In the 1950s their side skirting was removed for

easier maintenance, and the locomotives were assigned to general service.
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9999

4-8-4   GS-4 Loco # 4449

Lima Locomotive Works' experimental GS Super Power 4-8-4

locomotives were combined with Pullman's new light weight cars and

painted in a distinctive red, orange and black scheme to create this

luxury train. The powerful Northern locomotive could cruise at 70 miles

per hour and haul a 14 car train unassisted up a 2.2% grade through the

mountains. Best known were the GS4s with their 80 inch drivers and

unique twin headlights, one of which oscillated.
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4-8-4   GS-5 Loco # 4458

The GS-5s are exactly identical in appearance to the GS-4s. They only

difference was that they were equipped with roller bearings, which gave

the locomotive a much smoother ride and added extra weight. They

featured a silver smokebox with a dual-headlight casing (top headlight

was a mars light), and a fully-enclosed, all-weather cab. It retained the

skyline casing on the top of the boiler, skirting on the sides, an air horn,

teardrop classification lights, and whistles. They received the orange and

red "Daylight" paint scheme. The GS-5s were designed for high-speed

passenger service on Southern Pacific's premier Coast Daylight, San

Joaquin Daylight and Sunset Limited. Only two were built, 4458 & 4459.
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ALCO PA Loco # 6000

With respect to diesel locomotives, the SP used several models throughout

the years. Starting in 1953 and ending in 1968, the SP used ALCO PAs,

numbered 6000 to 6004, 6005 to 6017, 6019 to 6045, and 6055 to 6068 all

of which were A units were in use. B units consisted of numbers 5910 to

5915, and 5918 to 5324 for the same time period. All of these locomotives

were retired in 1968 and there are no surviving locomotives today.
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An EMD E7 A Unit (#5903) &  B Unit (#5916)

From 1953 to 1968, the SP also used EMD E7 units. The A units were

numbered from 5900 thru 5909 and the B units 5916 & 5917. They were

retired in 1968 and there are no surviving locomotives today.
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An EMD E8 A Unit  Loco # 6018,  SP's one and only,  heads train No. 99, 

the Coast  Daylight, through Burlingame at something close to 79 mph. 

The SP also used an E8 unit numbered 6018 and was in service from 1954

to 1968 and was retired in 1968. Again, there are no surviving

locomotives today.
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An EMD E9 A Unit  Loco # 6051

EMD E9 units numbered 6046 thru 6054 were in service on the SP from

1954 thru 1971, also the year of these locomotives’ retirement. One unit

survives today, number 6051. These nine locomotives allowed the

dieselisation of the Coast Daylight and “Lark" passenger trains. The units

operated with E7s, ALCO PAs and other passenger equipped diesels as

required. Assigned to the Los Angeles passenger pool for its entire career,

it worked north via the Coast Line to San Francisco or east on the Sunset

Limited route to El Paso or New Orleans.
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An EMD FP7 Unit  Loco # 6451

From the years 1953 thru 1971, the SP also employed EMD FP7 units

numbered 6446 thru 6462 and all, except 6462 were sold to Amtrak in

1971. All these locomotives were retired (with Amtrak) in the 1980s.

There are no surviving locomotives today.
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An EMD SDP45 Unit  Loco # 3200 

Lastly, EMD SDP45s numbered 3200 thru 3209 were leased and in

service with Amtrak until 1976. They were all retired in the early 1990s

and there are no surviving locomotive today.
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Baggage Chair Car Combine

Articulated Chair Car (Pair)

Articulated Chair Car (Pair)

Articulated Chair Car (Pair)

Articulated Dining Car (Triple Unit, consisting of a Coffee Shop car, Kitchen car, and 

Dining Room car)

Chair Car

Articulated Chair Car (Pair)

Articulated Chair Car (Pair)

Chair Car

Tavern Car

Parlor Car

Parlor Observation Car

*Note: 20 cars was the maximum consist, if demand was there.

A typical consist for a 1946 passenger Daylights were made-up as follows:
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Baggage Car

Chair Car

Chair Car

Chair Car

Automat Car

Chair Car

Observation Chair Car

A typical consist for a 1970 passenger Daylights were

made-up as follows:
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The train's layout was reconfigured to eliminate the dining cars that was

considered a significant change. These were replaced in favour of

Automat cars. The Automat cars offered prepared food from vending

machines instead of fresh, made-to-order meals in the dining cars. These

cars saved money by eliminating all of the train's culinary personnel.

This was a utilitarian configuration which allowed for seating, for

baggage, and for the Automat car. This configuration was used until the

train was discontinued.

The Coast Daylight, taken in Redwood City in 1967, on its way from Los 

Angeles to San Francisco. This caused a substantial customer outcry, 

particularly because the SP killed bar service as well and did not put beer 

in its vending machines, which reportedly ran out of supplies long before 

arrival. 
19



Here are some of the posters used by the Southern

Pacific during the “Daylight” years.
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Even more posters ---
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And even more -----
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Here are some of the heralds used by the SP

Daylights ----

And lastly -----
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(Neon sign from back of  the Observation car.)
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Well, that’s it folks !  Right 

neighbourly of you to come. 

Many thanks and have a 

Great Day !!

Comments, suggestions, etc. 

are welcome too !


